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MEMORANDUM  
 

TO: Selectboard 

FROM:  Middlebury Planning Commission 

DATE:  12/5/19 

RE:   South Street Solar Project 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Recognizing that this project will impact the scenic value of South Street Extension, which is a 
valuable community asset, and in light of the fact that Middlebury College is the sole end-user 
proposed for the solar energy generated from this project- the Planning Commission provides 
conditional support of the South Street Solar Project, with the following conditions 
designed to provide some offsetting benefits for the community at-large: 
 
 The final design shall make use of pollinators. 

 Enhanced screening shall be provided in the final design consisting predominately of 
mature plantings at least the height of the fence, consist of deer-resistant and native 
plantings and include provisions for their maintenance over the life of the project.  
Landscaping should be designed to not only screen the solar arrays, but also benefit the 
community by significantly enhancing the aesthetic value of the site for users of South 
Street Extension. 

 Recognizing that South Street Extension is an important recreational asset and natural 
retreat for many members of the community, Middlebury College agrees to allow limited 
and appropriate public use of the Lussier Farm property for recreational purposes, 
including a public access trail. Any trail will be contingent upon a determination by 
Middlebury College that such trail does not have an adverse impact on wildlife, safety or 
ongoing agricultural activity. 

 Recognizing the community benefit that would result from this project providing battery 
backup to Porter Hospital, the final design shall be compatible for implementation of 
battery and microgrid capabilities, with the understanding that this configuration may not 
be fully built-out with the solar array. 

 The final site plan shall indicate that no future solar development take place within the 
existing setback between the array and South Street Extension. 

 
On a motion by Sam Ostrow, 2nd by Chris Robbins, the Planning Commission voted to provide 
conditional support of the South Street Solar Project as presented on 12/5/19, with conditions as 
discussed and authorizes staff to prepare a memo to the Selectboard.  Motion passed 6-0. 
 


